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Farewell to 2022

In 2022, the Loveland Public Library embarked on a trans-
formative journey, introducing a series of innovations that
enriched the experiences of its patrons and solidified its
role as a dynamic community hub. The year was marked
by an array of initiatives that enhanced connectivity, learn-
ing opportunities, and community engagement.

A significant milestone for the library in
2022 was the appointment of Amy Phillips
as the new director. Having served as the
Adult Services Manager and in the acting
director role since March, Phillips brought a
wealth of experience to her new position.
Her selection followed a national search,
highlighting the library's commitment to
securing leadership that aligns with the community's
values and aspirations.

The library also delved into history, unveiling a time capsule
from 1968 during recent renovations. The opening ceremo-
ny, held at the old library building on 6th St. and Cleveland,
was a captivating event that showcased the community's
interest in preserving its heritage. The time capsule provid-
ed a glimpse into bygone eras, with a special presentation
by local historian Kenneth Jessen at the Loveland
Museum.

One of the standout additions to the catalog came in the
form of mobile hotspots, a testament to the library's
commitment to bridging the digital divide. Patrons could
now check out these portable devices, enabling internet
access from virtually anywhere with a mobile signal. Each
hotspot kit, complete with a carrying case, charger, power
block, and quick start guide, was a game-changer for
Loveland residents seeking reliable internet access
beyond the library's physical walls. This

initiative aimed to empower the community,
acknowledging the importance of online
connectivity in today's interconnected
world.

Recognizing the diverse technological needs of
its community, the Loveland Public Library introduced

bilingual classes to impart essential technology skills.
From Microsoft Office applications to Adobe Creative
Cloud software, these classes catered to a broad spectrum
of users, ensuring that individuals of all proficiency levels
could enhance their digital literacy. This initiative reflected
the library's responsiveness to community needs, providing
a platform for continuous learning and skill development.

In parallel, the Loveland Public Library expanded its techno-
logical offerings with the introduction of Design Software
laptops available for checkout. These laptops were
equipped with the entire Adobe Creative Suite, allowing
patrons to unleash their creativity from the comfort of their
homes. The inclusion of these high-powered laptops in the
library catalog reflected a forward-thinking approach,
recognizing the growing importance of digital skills and
creative expression in the modern era.

Embracing the digital age, the Loveland Public Library
broadened access to information by offering free online
access to local and national newspapers through News-
bank. Patrons could read the Loveland Reporter Herald, the
Denver Post, and more, anytime and from anywhere,
enhancing their ability to
stay informed and engaged
with current events.

The library's commitment to
learning and literacy was
evident in another success-
ful conclusion to the yearly
Summer Learning Program.
In its second iteration since the onset of the pandemic, the
program centered on the theme "Mountains of
Possibilities." Participants of all ages engaged in reading
and learning challenges, not only preventing the summer
slide but also fostering a love for lifelong learning. The
library's strategic partnerships with local businesses added
an extra layer of excitement, offering participants special
deals and experiences that extended the program's impact
beyond the library's physical space.

As the Loveland Public Library bid farewell to 2022, it stood
as a beacon of innovation, community empowerment, and
cultural preservation. The year was a testament to the
library's commitment to evolving with the needs of its
patrons, ensuring that it remains a vibrant and indispens-
able resource for the Loveland community.
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LIBRARY STORIES

Near the end of the year, the
Library Technology and
Innovation department was
issued a grant from the
Public Library Association.
With this grant we were able
to hire our own instructors
and hold our own computer
basics, phone basics, Adobe
Creative Suite, etc. classes for the public for free.
We even had the opportunity to offer classes in
Spanish, courtesy of our bilingual instructors!

2022 was the first full year
of the Loveland Public
Library partnering with
Dementia Together to host
Memory Cafes in the
Gertrude Scott Room.
Memory Cafés are interac-
: tive and themed social
gatherings for people with mild to moderate cogni-
tive impairment and their care partners, as well as
other friends in the community. This program was
originally launched in October of 2021, but in its first
full year (2022) this monthly program was attended
by 221 community members.

Starting in June 2022,
teens were able to get
certified to use the Glow-
forge laser cutter in the
TinkerLAB - our mini maker-
space just for kids ages
11-17. Our Glowforge can
cut, score, and engrave a
variety of materials including wood, acrylic, and
leather. Teens learned new STEM skills and created
game boards, signs, small toys, keychains, and
more - all for free!

Right before the summer of
2022, the Children’s Division
installed a permanent i
storywalk around the
lagoon with help from Parks
and Rec, Water and Power,
City Facilities, and a local
builder who created the
wooden signs. This project came to fruition after
hearing consistent positive feedback over two
years of the library's temporary storywalk using
recycled yard signs. The first story in our perma-
nent installation was How To Make An Apple Pie
and See The World. This story was followed by The
Little Old Woman Who Was Not Afraid of Anything
in the fall and a bilingual version of Too Many
Tamales in the winter. The Loveland Library story-
walk can be seen enjoyed by all ages all year round.

Beginning August of 2022,
the Library Technology
and Innovation depart-
ment introduced 15
hotspots and 27 Chrome-
books to the check-out
pool. Both are already
popular additions to our
catalog. In the 4 months they have been circulating,
we have had 76 hotspot checkouts.

This summer we restarted
our teen volunteer program
after a long COVID hiatus.
Teen volunteers helped out
with programs in the Teen
Hangout and assisted
librarians with craft proj-
ects, cutting materials,
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shelf-reading, preparing snacks, and more.
Summer volunteers also supported our children’s
department by helping families sign up for the
Summer Learning Program on busy storytime
days. In total, our teens completed more than 300
service hours at the library in 2022.




Beginning February of
2022, Adult Services part-
nered with recipe developer
and food writer for West-
word, Ashlee Redger, to
deliver monthly podcast
episodes highlighting a
variety of cookbooks. Along
with this virtual cookbook group, take-home recipe
kits were created based on each month's spotlight-
ed cookbook that patrons could pick up on the
second Thursday of the month. In 2022, over 450
recipe kits were distributed to patrons, and LOVE-
land Cookbook group podcast episodes were
downloaded 689 times.

Over 1,000 first graders
fromm Thompson School
District visited the children's
division for 1st Grade Field
Trips after a long pause
during the pandemic. All

- 2 53 groups participated in a
staff Ied Ilbrary tour, storytlme explored the Tree-
house, and every student got to pick a book to check
out with their brand new library card. After their tours,
1st graders sent many letters of appreciation to staff
from schooll

The Summer Learning
Program theme for 2022
was, "Mountains of Possibili-
ties." Approximately 4,600
people attended summer
events available for various
age ranges through June
and July - including 3D printing classes and a show
on physics, science, and juggling. The Children’s
Division helped 1,118 children register for the
children’s program, who collectively logged 25,000
reading days over the summer. The children's
division distributed 1,100 free prize books for kids to
take home to their home library during the summer
program.

We were very excited to run
our annual Summer Learn-
ing Program fully in-person
again this year! In June &
July, 392 teens attended
library programs, we gave
away 2571 prize books, and
154 teens finished the
program and earned tickets to our end-of-summer
pool party at Winona Pool. This year’s SLP theme
was Mountains of Adventure and we celebrated
with mountain-themed decorations, adventures to
Hearts & Horses, Gardens on Spring Creek, Artisan
You!, and more. To end the summer, we held our
annual party at Winona pool with pizza, Kona Ice,
raffle prize drawings, and lots of fun!

Greg Castor, a local engi-
neer and resident, put the
Library Technology and
Innovation Makerspace to
good use! Castor designed
and 3D printed a replica of
the SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket
in the Loveland Public Library’s Makerspace. The
rocket replica was then successfully launched from
Pawnee Natural Grassland 6,102 feet into the air!

Loveland Public Library
partnered with Heart & Sol,
a local nonprofit led by
Caitlin Wyrick, to put
together a Latiné Heritage
Month celebration for the
first time on September
17th . The event featured
dancers, singers, and speakers such as poet
Franklin Cruz, Grupo Tlaloc Aztec Dancers, Grupo
de Danza Quetzalcoatl, 12 year-old Mariachi singer
Alexis Miranda, Mariachi Sangre Mexicana, and
was headlined by Manabi Latin Band. In addition to
the performances, the Loveland Public Library
handed out over 200 sugar skull painting kits put
together by Heart & Sol.
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Our Loveland community made excellent use of library resources all year long. Whether they were coming in to
the library or using digital resources, we were proud to support them with quality resources for working, skill
building, relaxing, creating, and getting connected.
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Friends ..

J Loveland Public Library

LIBRARY FRIENDS SUPPORT THE LIBRARY

The Friends of the Loveland Public Library generousely support many of the programs and events offered at no
cost at the Library. Their kind contributions support the Loveland community by making it possible for the
library to offer more events and programs! Donations and membership dues go toward a range of programs,
services, and materials that otherwise would not be available, such as:
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READING TECHNOLOGY EVENTS & BOOKS
PROGRAMS & CLASSES PRESENTATIONS & MATERIALS

BECOME A FRIEND & SUPPORT THE LIBRARY

Apply online at www.friendsofthelovelandlibrary.org, or fill out an application in person next time you are in
the Library. Memberships are available for individuals, business, families and more - starting at just $S10!
Benefits of a Friends of the Library Membership include:

/ Attend the members-only preview / Contribute to decisions on projects
nights for book sales and goals

/ Make relationships with interesting and / Help make the community a better place
exciting people who value the Library by supporting the Library

Participate in rewarding volunteering
efforts

Need more information?
Please call (970) 962-2712, or visit
www.friendsofthelovelandlibrary.org

A SPECIAL THANKS TO THE LOVELAND PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD

MEMBERS
Barbara Midgett - Craig Bentrott - Kathy Viehman - Susan Kadlec + Cyndi Gueswel
Christine Kehoe - Karina Ledezma - Gabriella Saenz - Anne Rydesky

LIAISONS
Richard Ball, City Council Liaison - Amy Phillips, Staff Liaison
Therese Torpy, Recording Secretary
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. Where you can!
City of Loveland



